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• Since 1959, the City of Mountain View and 
Mountain View School District/the Whisman 
School District/MVWSD have enjoyed a Joint 
Use Agreement (JUA) for sharing of 
school-owned green space after school hours.

• These agreements have continued after both 
school districts were merged.

MVWSD and the City of Mountain View
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• The agreement delineates how the residents 
of Mountain View have access to 
approximately 88 acres of land after school 
hours in exchange for ongoing field 
maintenance 
– One of the many benefits for residents is the 

below market rate rentals of school fields for 
youth and adult sports

JUA continued 
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Negotiations have been ongoing since 2017 and 
have recently hit a snag on two issues.

• Indemnification for liability
• Adherence to the Civic Center Act

These issues appear to now only need minor 
tweaks as a result of City Council and Staff 
affirmation (9/12/23) to update the indemnification 
clause as well as adherence to the Civic Center Act

Negotiations 
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Looking to best practices 
and resolving the final two 
issues
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• In an effort to find a path forward, MVWSD 
staff looked to other Districts’ Joint Use 
Agreements and corresponding City policies 
to highlight the needed changes to help 
finalize the JUA

Sunnyvale Elementary and the City of 
Sunnyvale - JUA 
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Indemnification 

• The city presented language at the Sept. 12 
Council meeting that appears to mirror 
Sunnyvale’s

• MVWSD Staff recommends that the Board of 
Trustees direct MVWSD legal counsel to add 
indemnification language to be captured in the final 
master agreement
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Civic Center Act 

• The Civic Center Act (CCA) remains the final hurdle 
for MVWSD and the City
– It governs what fees, if any, should be charged
– How School Districts can not only prioritize various 

groups but also how Districts must to rent facilities in a 
fair and equitable process

The Mountain View City Council as well the City Staff 
indicated that they have no intent in violating the CCA, 
but expressed their desire to understand how the City 
can be compliant.
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Recognized Groups - 

MVWSD recommends that the City update 
policy H-7 to mirror the City of Sunnyvale’s Field 
policy to include 

• A more objective set of criteria for 
recognizing organizations

• Codification of its field rental practice in the 
updated policy to provide more transparency

Updating the Recognized Group process
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Recognized Groups
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Possible Update
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Updating the Field Allocation process
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Possible update



Mountain View Whisman School District

Recommended 
Next Steps
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• Board of Trustees adopt Policy 1330.1a

• Board of Trustees update their fee structure for fields 

– this should reflect the City of Mountain View’s 

contribution to defer the cost

• Authorize MVWSD Legal to finalize the following items 

in the latest JUA agreement 

– Updated indemnification clause

– Relevant site maps 

Next Steps
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– Send a recommendation City Council to include

• Updated H-7 is included as an attachment to 

the agreement

Next Steps, continued
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Questions for the 
Board
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Questions
● Does the Board wish to continue the Joint Use 

Agreement with the City of Mountain View?

● Is the Board amenable to including the updated 

indemnification language?

● Does the Board authorize MVWSD legal counsel to 

finalize the agreement and bring back a final version for 

ratification prior to the end of year deadline provided by 

the City?


